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THE DEATH OF A DOCKER 


Michel Favreau was a docker; but not a “regular” docker. He lacked 
the “Carte Professionelle” and was therefore often out of work; for when 
there was not enough work for all, the regulars came first. There were many 
days when Michel did not work—some, when he did not eat. 


But every day he was there, somewhere about the dockyards of Bor- 
deaux; watching the others unload a cargo boat, if it happened to be one 
of his “off days”; or, more often, lending a hand himself, even if the others 
did laugh at him for working without pay. Who ever heard of man work- 
ing for nothing! But they did not laugh too much at Michel, for he was a 
kind man and helped these men a lot. Sometimes he would take the place 
of one, and do his day’s work for him—always, of course, in the evening 
taking him the day’s pay, and perhaps a loaf of bread as well. One day he 
appeared in a pair of new shoes, which someone had given him. A fellow 
workman admired them and wished he had such luck. Immediately Michel 
gave them to him. “They’re too big for me, anyway,” he said. 


One April morning Michel Favreau offered to take the place of a tired 
Spanish comrade in a team of four. The men were engaged in the loading 


of the cargo ship. Suddenly ...a shout ... the crane . . . a crash 
_ and the load of planks tipped over, crushing the unlucky man with all 
its weight. 


Michel Favreau is dead now. From the pocket of his old jacket, as he 
lay on the dock, they took a notebook. In it he had written, “In the evening 
of our life, we shall be judged on Love.” 
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Love. Yes, that was it, they said, Michel Favreau lived for Love. He 
wasn’t an ordinary docker; he was a Priest-workman of France. 


Translated from “Esprit et Vie” (Belgium) 
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News and Notes 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


TRINITY SEMINARY QUARTET 


Believing that the Gospel message 
can be clearly brought through song 
as well as the spoken word, Trinity 
seminarians each year form one or 
two male quartets. With their voices 
blended in song, the four young men 
travel to congregations of our synod 
for fellowship hours or to take charge 
of Sunday morning services. An addi- 
tional seminarian is usually included 
to speak or preach. Members of the 
quartet this year as pictured are Niels 
Carlsen, a junior, Longview, Washing- 
ton; Melius Bollesen, a middler, Au- 
dubon, Iowa; Paul Kloth, a junior, 
Portland, Oregon; and Lloyd Lorensen, 
a middler, Brush, Colorado. 


In connection with the quartet the 
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Lynwood, California, Allan D. Han- 
sen, Pastor. St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
will dedicate its new 700 seating ca- 
pacity sanctuary, Sunday afternoon, 
April 4, at 3 p.m. 

The church is of Spanish architec- 
ture. The twelve large windows will 
each contain a picture of one of the 
twelve apostles. 

The church will continue to hold 
two morning services with the Youth 
Choir singing at the early service and 
the Senior Choir singing at the second 
service. 


seminary student-body sponsors a mis- 
sion project whereby the proceeds 
which are received from firee-will of- 
ferings at each meeting minus travel- 
ing expense are put into a fund. The 
money raised this year will go towards 
the support of a needy theological 
student in South America. 

Congregations, particularly within a 
200 mile radius of Blair, are invited to 
take advantage of the quartet fcr an 
evening or a Sunday morning wor- 
ship service as well as to help con- 
tribute to the mission project. Lyle 
Kohler, Trinity Seminary, Blair, Nebr. 
is the quartet manager and congrega- 
tions which are interested in obtain- 
ing the quartet are urged to write to 
him for a date. 


is now 
1031. Its budget for 1954 is $49,964.07. 
$11,000 goes to missions. 

Royal, Iowa, Pastor George Robert- 
sen. The congregation reports 538 
baptized members. In 1953 it gave to 
missions $5,040.00, but this amount js 
a good deal higher when the gifts of 
the Sunday School and the auxiliaries 
are added. At the annual meeting a 
woman was elected to the church coun- 
cil to serve as treasurer. This is the 
first time a woman has been elected 
to the council in the congregation. 


4 
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Blair, Nebr.—Mr. A. J. Snowb 
has been appointed Business Mana 
and Director of Promotion at D 
College, Pres. R. E. Morton has | 
nounced. Mr. Snowbeck will assy 
his new post June first. He has b 
a member of the instructional sf 


A. J. Snowbeck 


at Dana since September 1, 1946, 
the Business Administration and 
onomics Department. He is a gra 
ate of Concordia College, Moorhs 
Minnesota, and received his Mast 
degree from the University of Mir 
sota in 1939. Mr. Snowbeck’s appo 
ment to the newly created post 
lows a reorganization of the adn 
istration at Dana approved by 

Board of Trustees last Oetober. D 
Elmer M. Rasmussen will take o 
the duties of Registrar and will 
relieved of some of his present dut 
As Business Manager, Mr. Snowb 
will divect and supervise the busir 
management of the college, and as 
rector of Promotion he will h 
charge of promotion, including p 
licity and admissions work. : 


WISCONSIN W.MSS. 


The Wis. Dist. W.M.S. Spring — 
cuit meetings will be held in BETE 
Church, Green Bay on April 4th, 
the northern group, and in Bd © 
SAVIOUR’S” Church in’ Racine 
April 25th for the southern group 

Pastor Bernhard Helland, for 
missionary in Santal, India, and p 
ently instructor at L.B1JI. Minneap 
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torials and Comments 


MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE 

e go into Lent and follow Jesus in His suffering 
th, our hearts are moved in so many ways. In 
ht of events today throughout the world and in 
mited States, we refer to one element which is of- 
herely mentioned during Lent. We think of the 
ice perpetrated by both the Jewish court and the 
it tribunal of the land, Pontius Pilate. 
n even the religious authorities set aside the high 
a of justice, then the country is in a bad way. 
‘ew protested when Jesus was condemned to death 
» Jewish court. These men had no regard for law 
cder; they simply wanted power and influence, no 
' whether any one suffered or not. 
fing the rise of nazistic and communistic and fa- 
regimes in Europe and Asia we have seen the same 
le of injustice. Expediency was put over law. No 
for the law of God and the law of man. 
are witnessing some of the same tendencies of 
ce in our own land at the present time. A certain 
in Washington seems to be able to intimidate 
deople, so they withdraw behind closed doors al- 
ike the disciples did out of fear for the Jews. 
ive recently witnessed smear on the Chief Justice 
land. 
itever political affiliation any one may have, ev- 
ht thinking man must admit that these methods 
but degrade our country. The Europeans have 
: looked to the United States as a place of true 
; some of them are now anxiously watching 
af what happened over in Europe may happen here. 

one said that we must catch the rats. And we 
ithat any one planning against our country should 
ight. But when we resort to methods of burning 
‘the barn in order to catch the rats, we are on 
‘ous ground. 
pve think back on the period during Hitler’s dom- 
1 of Europe we are greatly challenged by the 
of the Confessional Church in Germany. The spirit 
_ church must always be present in a living church, 
sat spirit is very much needed today as the church 
ses to the nation about law and order. The mes- 
= Lent can help us much at this time. 


"RE NOTES ON THE PENDING MERGER 
nis issue we have a map which gives an idea of 
stricts as the Joint Union Committee thinks they 
be. There are 18 in all, 17 in the United States 
.e, the 18th, in Canada. The districts are naturally 
ifferent both as to geographical size and also in 
amber of congregations and baptized members. 
‘is to be a full-time district president in each dis- 
D that he can be the pastor of the pastors and the 
I supervisor of the work in the district. Let us 
3s an example the state of North Dakota. It is di- 
into two districts, not because of the number of 
d members, but because of the many congrega- 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN ok 


tions. Minnesota also has many congregations. Perhaps 
in the course of time the number of congregations in 
these districts may be reduced due to present overlap- 
ping. But a glance at this map certainly indicates that 
the district presidents will be busy men. 


The map has one inspiring point. It covers our whole 
nation. The church member will get the feeling that he 
is part of the work of both the South and the North, 
the East and the West. 


As the church grows there may of course be changes 
in these districts. 


The district president shall be elected for a term of of- 
fice of six years; the other officers, vice-president, sec- 
retary and treasurer, shall have a term of two years. 


When we study the Church Council of that new 
church we note that it consists of the general president 
of the church body and the district presidents, and a lay 
representative from each district elected by the district. 
These representatives shall have a term of six years, but 
they shall be eligible to succeed themselves only once. 
The main function of the Church Council is to guide 
the spiritual functions of the church. The Board of Trus- 
tees and the Church Council constitute the Joint Council. 
We have written about the functions of that in a pre- 
vious number. 


The Board of Trustees is a body of 9 men; 6 at least 
must be laymen. This board has charge of the general 
management and control of the business affairs of the 
church, except those directly assigned to the divisions 
of the church body. 


The control of the finances of the church is found right 
here. And this was a rather difficult problem to be work- 
ed out. The American Lutheran Church has a very cen- 
tralized control of all properties and finances of the 
church body, even down to small institutions. This is 
good from a very conservative business point of view. 
It can stop and check at once on anything that goes on. 
As a matter of fact nothing financially within the church 
can take place except that the A.L.C. is right there. The 
E.L.C. is more liberal in its policies in that it gives cer- 
tain rights to the different institutions within the church 
body. We believe that we have struck a happy medium 
in the proposed blueprint. We must be so elastic that 
the individual institutions, colleges, Bible camps, homes 
of charity, can operate so that we do not stifle individual 
initiative. But we must also be so well centralized that 
these institutions do not go out on their own and do 
things that are unsound, so that the church body has to 
come to their rescue when they are in difficulties. We 
believe that the proposed set-up will both encourage 
individual initiative and at the same time be a check 
on anything that is unsound. 

The Board of Trustees elects the Executive Secretary 
and the Treasurer. The Executive Secretary will co- 
ordinate much of the work within the church and take 

(Continued on page 15) 


By J. H. 


Mercy is not a quality of earth but of heaven! There- 
fore we sometimes wonder why the present generation 
deals so lightly with Christianity, since outside of the 
realm of its scope there is no mercy! Ever since Cain, 
(first-born son of Adam and Eve) killed Abel his broth- 
er, there has been merciless bloodshed on this sin-cursed 
earth. 


Ruthlessly, human beings maim each other, not only 
~with deadly weapons, but also with the tongue, which 
can hurt infinitely more and last longer. Yes, there are 
even firms, that you can contact in order to smear the 
good name of a person whom you dislike. 


From the teachings of Jesus on the Mount come these 
LIFE-GIVING WORDS WHICH IF PRACTICED 
COULD CHANGE THIS EARTHLY EXISTENCE IN- 
TO A HEAVEN ON EARTH. “Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7. 


An illustration will demonstrate its meaning best: 


When the country near Albany was settled, an Indian 
came to the Inn at Litchfield, and asked for a night’s 
shelter, at the same time confessing he had nothing to 
pay with. The hostess drove him away with reproach- 
ful epithets; and as the Indian was retiring sorrowfully, 
a man sitting by directed the hostess to supply his 
wants, and promised to pay her. The Indian thanked 
his benefactor, and said he would repay him. Several 
years after, the settler was taken prisoner by a hostile 
tribe and carried to Canada. One day an Indian came 
to him, and giving him a musket, bade the white man 
follow him. The Indian never told where they were go- 
ing; but day after day the captive followed his myster- 
ious guide, till one afternoon they came on a beautiful 
expanse of cultivated fields, with many houses rising 
among them. Then the Indian said, “Do you know that 
place?” The settler replied, “Ah, yes, it is Litchfield.” 
,.. “And I am the starving Indian on whom, at this 


Thy Kingdom Come 
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“Blessed Are the Merciful, For They Shall Obtain Mercy” 


Thomsen 


very place you took pity. And now that I have paid) 
my supper, I pray you, go home.” 

God, our Heavenly Father, showed his divine me 
and love to us sinners when he sent his only Son 
to earth to live a perfect life among sinful men, let tl 
crucify his only Son, to die on the cross, that all 1 
who believe in him might not die but have ete] 
life. Truly, Paul pointed out the Father’s great | 
when he said, “God showed His love to us in that w 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for the ungodly.” | 

To our former enemies we must show mercy as . 
manded by Paul: who said, “If your enemy is hun! 
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him drink; for by so 
ing you will heap burning coals upon his head.” Me 
is the Christian’s rod with which he chastises those } 
persecute him, and we in America have sent food | 
clothing to the suffering people of Europe, even to 
former enemies. 

To our brothers and sisters in Christ who sin aga 
us we must also defend ourselves through exerci 
mercy toward them. Continually we must be willin) 
forgive them, even as Jesus told Peter, when he 
quired if he should forgive his brother seven tir 
and Jesus replied, “not seven times, but seventy ti! 
seven.” God help us if we are to be treated as we 
serve, for we all deserve to perish! 

Therefore, friend, has anyone harmed you or 
you, CHASTISE them with THE ROD OF MERCY | 
you will be astonished at the results! 

“Judge not,” says Jesus, “and you will not be jud$ 

Condemn not, and you will not be condemned, 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven, 

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pri 
ed down, shaken together, running over will be put i 
your lap. 

For the measure you give will be the measure you 
back.” 


: 


Sketches From a Summer in Colombia 


By F. W. 
VII. Thy Will Be Done 


At five o’clock in the morning I was awakened by the 
night watchman blowing a shrill whistle as he made his 
rounds in the neighborhood. At breakfast Arnfeld told 
me that this was the watchman’s way of informing pros- 
pective robbers of his whereabouts! Twice during the ab- 
sence of the Morcks, the wall of the mission house had 
been scaled by a thief. 


During the morning Arnfeld and I made plans for the 
illustrated folder that I was to prepare for the mission 


Thomsen 


board. The folder was to describe the Colombian mis: 
work of the ELC and UELC. The central thought, 
decided, was to be that of going forward in faith— 
secution must not stop the work in Colombia. 


* * * 


“But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, 
they knew him not, but have done unto him wha 
ever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of : 
suffer of them. 


(Continued on page 6) 
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New Book of Worship May Be Christmas Gift in 1955 


theran churches in America may 
ve a new book of worship as a 
tmas gift in 1955. 
at’s the opinion of Dr. E. E. Ry- 
secretary of the Joint Commis- 
on a Common Hymnal, who re- 
d that work on the long-awaited 
al, including a common liturgy, 
fearing completion. He said the 
manuscript of the music edition 
ne hymnal will probably be plac- 
nm the hands of typesetters within 
mext three months. 
ecording to a report given by Dr. 
ner D. Reed at a recent meeting 
thicago of the Editorial Committee, 
estimated that at least two years 
elapse before the first copies 
= from the printing presses. 
ae Editorial Committee is compos- 
of representatives from the Com- 
tions on a Common Hymnal and 
Commission on a Common Liturgy, 
is charged with responsibility of 
ing the manuscript of the new book 
rorship into final shape. Dr. Reed 
mnairman of both Commissions. 
ae full title of the new volume, as 
mmined at the Chicago meeting, 
be “the Service Book and Hymnal 
wding to the use of the Lutheran 
rch in America,’ Dr. Ryden an- 
nced. 


3 finally constituted, the new hym- 
will contain 605 hymns. The last 
in to be added to the collection, 
mding to Dr. Ryden, was a Negro 
‘tual, ‘““Were you there when they 
tified my Lord?” The addition was 
se by the Editorial Committee when 
was discovered that no hymn of 
ro origin had previously been in- 
ned. 
£ a previous session, Fanny Cros- 
“Pass me not, O gentle Saviour” 
added when it was brought to 
£ that America’s blind hymn writer 
not represented in the collection. 
-. Ryden noted that a unique fea- 
of the hymnal will be the in- 
.on of representative hymns from 
Lutheran lands of Europe—Ger- 
y, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, 
snd and Iceland. He said efforts 
» been made by the Hymnal Com- 
tion to produce in English dress 
finest lyrics in the hymn tradition 
ach of these countries. 

is believed that the publication 
hese translations will serve to in- 


troduce some of the gems of Lutheran 
hymnody thitherto largely unknown 
on this side of the Atlantic. 

The hymnal will contain approxi- 
mately 626 hymn tunes, among them 
a few original compositions. In addi- 
tion to the stalwart Lutheran chorales 
from Germany and Scandinavia, there 
will be a large number of tunes by 
outstanding English, Welsh, French, 
Scotch, Spanish, Italian and American 
composers. Harmonizations by Johann 
Sebastian Bach, famous Lutheran or- 
ganist and composer, will be given 
for some of the great German chorales. 
Folksongs from various European coun- 
tries will be used as musical settings 
for a number of hymns. While tra- 
ditional tunes are almost invariably 
retained in most instances, alternate 
melodies will be provided to _ give 
fyeshness and variety in some _ in- 
stances. To aid male worshippers in 
singing, tunes’ will be set as the music 
permits. 

Turning to the new liturgy, which 
will be somewhat similar to the pres- 
ent Common Service in textual con- 
tent, Dr. Ryden said it will contain 
some elements incorporated from the 
Scandinavian orders of worship. There 
will be two principal musical settings, 
the one following the form of Angli- 
can chanting now used in the Com- 
mon Service, the other employing the 
Continental chorale type of music fer 
some of the responses. The music for 
the greater part of the liturgy will 
be identical in both settings, however. 
A third setting, Gregorian in character, 
will be provided for choir use. 

“The Service Book and Hymnal” 
will be sponsored by the eight gen- 
eral bodies of the National Lutheran 
Council, numbering more than 4,500,- 
000 members and representing two- 
thirds of the Lutheran constituency in 
America, These bodies are the United 
Lutheran Church, the American Lu- 
theran Church, the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church, the ‘Augustana Luther- 
an Church, the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Free 
Church, American Evangelical and the 
Suomi Synod. 


Congregation Practices Golden 
Rule for 30-Day Trial Period 

Lansing, Mich.—A minister who in- 
duced his flock to accept strict ad- 
herence to the Golden Rule for a 30- 


day trial period, assessed the results 
of the experiment here. 


The Rev. William Hainsworth of 
Mayflower Congregational church 
“sold” the idea to his congregation 


on New Year’s Day. When January 
ended, the red-brick edifice’s 150-seat 
auditorium was jammed not only with 
church members but with neighbors 
and other townsfolk who had heard a- 
bout the project, tried it and wanted 
to testify to its success. 

One woman said her husband had 
been so changed by applying the Gol- 
den Rule to his daily life that the ex- 
periment was going to be continued 
indefinitely in their household. 

A worker in an engineering assembly 
plant said the 30-day application of 
the Biblical principle had made him 
“tolerant of one-time household ca- 
lamities like burned toast and off- 
schedule breakfasts.” 

“My wife thinks it’s wonderful,” he 
said, “and I do, too.” 

A married couple testified that “by 
practicing in our daily living the prin- 
ciples set forth in this 30-day test of 
faith, we both derive spiritual en- 
couragement and benefit.” The couple 
added: 

“We feel certain that one should 
observe the principles each future day 
and we both will do our best to ful- 
fill this’ ideal.’ 

Only ten members of the congrega- 
tion were scheduled to tell of their 
experiences, but many more rose spon- 
taneously and insisted upon testifying 
to the success of the trial. In addition, 
Mr. Hainsworth read excerpts from 
letters received from such distant 
points as San Francisco and Washing- 
ton, D. C.—for word of his experi- 
ment had spread. 

One of the letters, from a Califor- 
nia attorney, said the Golden Rule 
would “do more toward achieving 
peace than all the Big Four confer- 
ences from now until eternity.” 


Presbyterian Leaders See 
Church Merger in 1956 


Cincinnati, O.—Members of the Joint 
Negotiating Committee of the three 
major Presbyterian denominations in 
the United States predicted here that 
the three bodies would be united in- 
to one Church by May, 1956. 

The Committee, composed of repre- 
sentatives of the union committees of 


the three groups, put the finishing 
touches on a 313-page Plan of Union. 


If the plan is approved, as_ the 
churchmen expect, the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., the Presbyter- 
ian Church in the U.S. (Southern) and 
the United Presbyterian Church will 
unite in a single Presbyterian Church 
of the United States. The new Church 
would have 3,500,000 members. 


The Committee incorporated in the 
union plan a provision to schedule the 
first General Assembly of the united 
body in May, 1956, at Washington, 
Dee: 


Criticizes ‘Glamor Trend’ 
In Evangelism 


Chicago—Today’s “glamor trend” in 
evangelism was criticized here by Dr. 
M. R. DeHaan, a ‘Grand Rapids, Mich., 
physician who conducts a radio Bible 
class. 


He spoke at the opening session of 
the 48th annual Founders Week con- 
ference sponsored by the Moody Bi- 
ble Institute. 


“This is the glamor age of evan- 
gelism,” Dr. (DeHaan said. “Every- 
thing must be big, super, exciting, 
stupendous, breathtaking. I cannot help 
but wonder what will come of it. 


“We measure a man’s ministry to- 
day in terms of his popularity, his 
success, his ability to get a crowd. 
But I do not find a single Bible verse 
that gives any reason to expect any- 
thing but sacrifice for those who will 


SKETCHES FROM A SUMMER IN COLOMBIA 
(Continued from page 4) 
“Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them 


of John the Baptist.” 


The thought came to me that John’s death had per- 
haps accomplished more than a prolonged ministry. Je- 
sus does not lament the fact—as we would—that John 
has been thrown into prison and is in danger of his life, 
nor does Jesus in any way intercede for John to the 
extent that it is recorded. There is no time to dwell on 
his death, its tragedy and shame; but, rather, the pur- 
pose of his death, as an instrument of God to make 
straight the way and to restore truth is the important 
consideration. Jesus sees that He, too, must travel the 
same road. No wonder that in His wisdom, 
yond mortal limits, He does not ery over John’s death. 
Christ, too, must die, but He realizes that His purpose 


Mrs. 
Mission field in India. Mr. Jorgensen 
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follow Jesus.” 

‘An estimated 10,000 visitors and 
3,000 alumni attended the fete, which 
commemorated the 117th anniversary 
of the birth of Dwight L. Moody, the 


March 8,) 


institute’s founder, on Feb. 5, 1 

Miss Theresa Worman, direct 
children’s programs for WMBI' 
Moody radio station, was named “ 
na of the year.” | 


Annual Meeting of Board of Foreign Missions of U.E.L. 


The Board of Foreign Missions met 
at Blair, Nebraska February 9th and 
10th to consider the work of our vari- 
ous mission fields. It was a good ex- 
perience to observe again the fine way 
in which the people of our churches 
have responded to the cause of foreign 
missions with their liberal gifts. We 
are also grateful for the many oppor- 
tunities which have been presented to 
our church to cayry the Gospel into 
the far corners of the world. As we 
deal with the various mission fields 
and the problems and opportunities 
of the work we become deeply consci- 
ous of the fact that we must work 
while it is yet day. We have no way 
of predicting how long the doors will 
remain open. We must labor on in 
good faith supporting our missionaries 
with our prayers and means so that 
they may lay the foundations for the 
church in their respective fields. 


This year your board was pleased 
to be able to decide to send Mr. and 
Floyd Jorgensen to our Santal 


will serve as an agricultural missionary 


among the Santals. The opportu! 
for a Christian witness are abu 
among the natives in this phas 
the mission work. It is our praye ‘ 
Mr. and Mrs. Jorgensen may be! 
to bring many blessings to the 
Mr. Jorgensen, who is_ at 
studying at the University of M 
sota, comes from our North Luck, | 
consin congregation. 


Church in Chicago. The W.M.S. ¢ 
Minnesota District will be suppd 
these new missionaries in India. | 


The total budget adopted for 
Foreign Mission work was _ $! 
which will be used as follows: ¢ 
$16,000, Sudan $15,000, Colombia} 
500 and the Santal mission $10,00¢ 
invite our people to continue | 
prayerful support of these mis| 


The officers of the board ar 
following: Rev. N. B. Hansen of. 
chinson, Minn. Chairman, Rev. E 
Hansen of Coulter, Iowa, Vice C 
man, and Rev. K. R. Jensen of Vi! 
S. D. as Secretary, Dr. Paul Ny} 
Assistant Secretary. 


is to live in obedience to the will of God. Alread 
His mind He is formulating the prayer, “Our Fal 
who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy } 


dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in “heay 


through us. 


reaching be- 


had gone before. 


At the supper table someone said, “Wasn’t it a sk 
that Peter Marshall had to die so young? Had he 
longer, he could have preached to many more.” Bu 
is preaching to many. If he hadn’t died I might n 
have heard his sermons. His very zest for living fot 
Lord, the force that hastened his death, also made 
known. Let us not be so concerned with death; le 
learn to live in obedience—then His light can : 


i. 


Men of faith have not checked their forward ; 
simply because others did not move with them; 
continued in faith, trusting in God and in thos 
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No. 2 in a series of articles that take a look at 


“The Shadow of the Church to Come” . 


. . by George S. Schultz 


March 8, 


The Shape of the Head of the Church to Come 


Christ is the Head of the church. 
He is the Head of each of the church 
bodies contemplating merger. He 
will, without question, be the a- 
vowed, proclaimed, honored, and 
followed Head of the new church 
body, should it come into being. 

For the purposes of this series of 
articles on the merger development 
we use the word “head” in a differ- 
ent sense. We refer to the top struc- 
ture of leadership in the Church— 
the men and the groups on the high- 
est level. 

That’s why, as the shadow of the 
new Church comes into view, we 
pay more than passing attention to 
the shape of the head. Even in out- 
line form we see some detail: A sub- 
stantial crop of hair with just a 
slight tendency to balding ... an 
evidence, no doubt, of carrying the 
cares of the world; a chin with a de- 
termined set . . . capable of being 
stuck out should the cause of Christ 
require it; a nose long enough to 
ferret out good opportunities... 
without getting caught in other peo- 
ple’s business. 


Who Is the Church? 


How does the blueprint for mer- 
ger present these characteristics? 
Let’s start with the simple ques- 
tion, “Who is the Church?” 

The blueprint reads, “Members of 
the Church Body are such congre- 
gations as have,” etc.; not “such pas- 
tors and congregations.” It is as- 
sumed that every pastor is a mem- 
ber in good standing of a congrega- 
tion, hence he is a member of the 
church body by being a member of 
a congregation, not because he is a 
pastor. Then what is the relation- 
ship between congregations and the 
church body? 

The old rule of thumb, “The local 
congregation is its own highest au- 
thority,’ is an oversimplification. 
The blueprint sets forth the rela- 
tionship in this way: 

“The primary organizational unit of 
the Church is the local congregation. 


An individual Christian alone is not 
the Church .... In relation to Church 
polity this statement means that au- 
thority is vested originally in the lo- 
cal congregation. It is recognized that 
all such authority is under God and 
His Word. .. . The Congregation is not 
in every respect independent and self- 
sufficient, even though it does have 
the Word of God and the Sacraments 
in its midst. . . . The responsibility of 
preaching the Word and administering 
the Sacraments to all nations is too 
complex and comprehensive a_ task 
for the individual congregation to ac- 
complish effectively by working inde- 
pendently and alone. ... To the gen- 
eral church body the congregation vol- 
untarily delegates responsibilities for 
the carrying out of the Great Com- 
mission beyond its ability to do a- 
lone. In the conventions of the church 
body the program of the Kingdom is 
prayerfully discussed and adopted in 
reliance upon the Holy Spirit for guid- 
ance. Between the congregation and the 
general church body there is a mutual- 
ity of both rights and responsibilities. 
The unity of faith must be promoted 
and safeguarded, and the effectiveness 
of the common work in the Gospel 
must be assured. This implies areas of 
mutual consultation and discipline, 
and consequently also limitations of 
authority and acceptance of respon- 
sibility.” 
The Authority of the Convention 
This points to the convention as 
the highest authority in determining 
the program of the church body it- 
self. Thus it is in most of the 
Churches planning merger, most 
certainly in the ALC. But the na- 
ture of the conventions varies im- 
mensely. In the ELC, UELC, and 
LFC* the conventions are the ple- 
nary type, which, used in this sense, 
means that every pastor is eligible 
to attend and vote, and every con- 
gregation sends its own delegate. 


*The use of initials in no way im- 
plies lack of courtesy to the other 
church bodies; the author uses the 
initials only as a space-saving device. 
They mean: ELC, Evangelical Luther- 
an Church; UELC, United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; LFC, Lutheran Free 
Church, 


The ALC convention is the dele 
type in which every 18 congr 
tions send one pastor and one 
man as delegates. An ALC con 
tion “requires” the attendance 
about 170 voting delegates whil 
ELC convention “permits” votin 
about 3,000 persons though the 
ual attendance is nearer to 2,00( 
Propose Conventions of 
1,000 Voters 

The blueprint proposes that t! 
be a delegate-type convention ° 
1,000 voters, the number to 
elected by each district to be de 
mined by the Joint Council ce 
confirmed membership basis. As 
Church grows larger, the mem 
delegate ratio will change so 
the size of the convention rem 
at 1,000. Half of the delegates 
to be laymen. The convention i 
be held every two years. 

The blueprint recognizes the 
sibility of holding plenary sess 
in “connection with” regular 
ventions. The terminology is 
nificant in that such plenary 
sions, which may attract up to 
J00 persons, shall not be in subst 
tion of delegate sessions but in | 
nection with them, with only 
duly elected delegates entitlec 
vote. 

Relationship between Churel 

and_ Districts 

On the relationship between 
Church and the district the k 
print describes the church con 
tion as the delegate assembly 
the district conventions as the 
nary sessions. For district con 
tions pastors of the Church 
serve congregations of the dis 
(note the exclusion of admini 
tors, teachers, retired pastors - 
under the proposal, become ad: 
ry members) and at least one 
resentative from each congreg: 
are the delegates, though: cong1 
tions may have one delegate for 
900 confirmed members or n 
fraction thereof. The district is 
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1urch on a smaller geographical 
a. Though the district does not 
ve legislative authority over the 
urch or even along with the 
aurch it is expected to discuss all 
e problems of the Church and ad- 
e the Church of its attitude and 
[assis 
Plans Call for 18 Districts 

The blueprint provides for 18 dis- 
cts, as yet unnamed. They are, 
th the possible number of con- 
egations in parentheses: No. 1, the 
C Eastern District minus the 
urches in Eastern Ohio (208); No. 
the ALC’s Ohio District minus 
e congregations in Eastern In- 
ana but plus those in Eastern Ohio 
d Northern Ohio now assigned to 
e Eastern and the Michigan Dis- 
cts (297); No. 3, the ALC’s Mich- 
an District minus the congrega- 
ens in Northern Ohio and plus all 
Indiana (160); No. 4, the state of 
inois (178); No. 5, the Southern 


‘isconsin (309); No. 6, Northern 
‘isconsin (309); No. 7, Northern 
innesota (520); No. 8, Southern 


innesota (520); No. 9, the state of 
wa (392); No. 10, the eastern half 
North Dakota (365); No. 11, the 
astern half of North Dakota (365); 
5. 12, South Dakota (338); No. 13, 
fe states of Missouri, Kansas, Ne- 
-aska, and Colorado (231); No. 14, 
e states of Texas, Arkansas, Lou- 
iana, Oklahoma, and New Mexico 
41); No. 15, the states of Califor- 
a, Arizona, Utah, and Nevada, 
ond Hawaii (137); No. 16, the states 
Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming 
85); No. 17, the states of Wash- 
ton and Oregon and Alaska (182); 
0. 18, the Dominion of Canada, 
<cept for the far East (347). 
Concerning the Church Council 
Provision for the coordination of 
e program between conventions of 
e Church is made through two 
-oups —the Church Council and 
e Board of Trustees. The latter 
ill be considered in a later article. 
ye Church Council replaces what 
e ALC calls the College of Dis- 
ict Presidents. It is composed of 
e presidents of the 18 districts, a 
yman representing each district, 
.d the president of the church 
dy, who is the chairman of the 
suncil—a total of 37 men. 
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In general, the Council will have 
“special responsibility for the lead- 
ership and supervision of the church 
body in all spiritual matters” ex- 
cept those specifically assigned else- 
where. It will serve as the Judi- 
ciary Committee of the Church, is- 
sue letters of call to officers elected 
by the Church, be responsible for 
intersynodical relations, assist in 
nominating seminary professors, ar- 
range for conferences with seminary 
graduates and colloquies with pas- 
tors applying for membership from 
other church bodies, supervise and 
direct through a commission the 
program of evangelism, supervise 
and direct through a commission the 
program of research and _ social 
studies. 

The two last-named functions will 
be new to ALC thinking. In our 
ALC the work of evangelism is ad- 
ministered through the Board of 
American Missions. The change in- 
dicates the feeling that evangelism 
should permeate the entire program 
of the Church and might do so bet- 
ter if it were not attached to any 
one of the boards. This puts evan- 
gelism in a position in which it can 
function directly through all boards 
and agencies. 

In the ALC much of the work of 
the Board for Christian Social Ac- 
tion consists of social studies and 
statements relating to the Christian 
position in economic, political, and 
social matters. Instead of combin- 
ing this work with the management 
of welfare institutions the function 
is assigned in the new Church to 
the supervision of the Church Coun- 
cil. 

A further significance of the pro- 
vision made for these two functions 
is this: while in the ALC the Col- 
lege of District Presidents is a “pro- 
gram” activity, the proposed Church 
Council would take on an “admini- 
strative” function with at least two 
full-time executives under its di- 
rection: an evangelism director with 
probably a number of assistants, 
and a director of research and social 
studies. 


Concerning the Joint Council 
Recognizing that there may be oc- 
casions when “the Church” must 
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take action between conventions, 
provision is made for this interim 
responsibility. The Joint Council, 
as proposed in the blueprint, will 
“exercise the legislative authority” 
during the interim between conven- 
tions. Even this authority is limited, 
however, to the restrictions of the 
“Constitution and By-Laws of the 
church body and the resolutions of 
its general conventions.” The Joint 
Council is composed of the Church 
Council (37 men), the Board of 
Trustees (nine men), and the secre- 
tory of the Church (the president is 
already included as a member of 
the Church Council)—47 men. 


In addition to this the Joint Coun- 
cil will serve as a preliminary com- 
mittee to the church convention, 
screening the reports of all boards 
and agencies and transmitting them 
to the convention with recommenda- 
tions. The original reports will also 
be submitted to the convention so it 
cannot be said that the Joint Coun- 
cil constitutes a block between the 
boards or institutions and the Church 
itself. The idea of having a prelimi- 
nary committee means the end of 
the floor-committee-type convention 
now practiced by the ALC. One 
group of men will serve as a “floor 
committee,” though meeting several 
months before the convention, to re- 
view all actions proposed. 


The Church Council will also ap- 
point a Personnel Committee to func- 
tion largely after the pattern of the 
Committee on Salaries now operat- 
ing in the ALC. However, the Per- 
sonnel Committee will be only ad- 
visory to the various boards and 
agencies. 


Reference was made in describing 
the Joint Council to the secretary 
of the Church. In the ALC this po- 
sition is limited in function almost 
exclusively to the Church conven- 
tion. In the new Church it will be 
a full-time job which draws togeth- 
er a number of activities carried by 
various people in the ALC. In ad- 
dition to his work at conventions 
(taking minutes, making physical 
arrangements, sending notices of the 
actions of the Church) the new sec- 
retary will keep a record of the con- 

(Continued on page 13) 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


will be the guest speaker at both meet- 
ings. 


W.M.S. 


The Executive Board of the Synodi- 
cal W.M.S met Friday and Saturday, 
February 12 and 13, 1954, at the home 
of the president, Mrs. T. C. Hansen, 
at Cedar Falls, Iowa. 


A few recommendations for points 
of revision of the Constitution were 
considered, and will be presented at 
the annual Convention. Also a W.M.S. 
Handbook was begun. 


E. Irene Christiansen 
(Ree. Sec’y) 


Milltown, Wis., Milltown  Luther- 
an Church—A. E. Neve, Pastor. 
Among the highlights of our congrega- 
tional life this past year was the 
fortieth anniversary of the founding 
of our Congregation under the late 
Dr. N. C. Carlsen. A son of the con- 
gregation, Pastor Verner Carlsen, and 
a former pastor, Henry N. Hansen, re- 
turned to have a part in the observ- 
ance in both fall and spring. The 
spring observance was climaxed with 
a banquet with over 300 in attendance. 

During the past year 85 new mem- 
bers were admitted to our church. 
Among this number were 7 adult bap- 
tisms, 17 adult confirmations and 13 
youth confirmations. At the present 
time 32 young people are taking in- 
struction for confirmation. 


Our youth work was given a new 
impetus by the formation of a youth 
choir which now numbers 20 voices 
and shares its responsibility with the 
adult choir in singing at the service 
every other Sunday morning. They 
practice every Wednesday night at 7:30 
P.M. At 8:30 P.M. twice a month the 
Luther League meets in the church 
parlors while the adult choir practices 
up in the church. Plans are going for- 
ward to provide a diversified recre- 
ational program following the youth 
choir practice on the nights there is 
no Luther League meeting. 


Recently the congregation voted to 
proceed with plans for a parish hall 
for our growing Sunday school of over 
200 children. Our Sunday school. has 
been reorganized on a graded basis 
and divided into three departments 
with Superintendents who also func- 
tion as worship leaders in each de- 
partment but do not teach. 


During the past year we were priv- 
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ileged to have the Augsburg College 
Choir of Minneapolis present a con- 
cert in Milltown to an audience of 
nearly 400 people. Neighboring church- 
es helped in the sponsorship. _ 


We are looking forward to our spring 
mission meetings with Pastor Joe An- 
derson as guest speaker and the ap- 
pearance of our own Dana College 
Male Chorus in March, In April we 
will be privileged to have Dr. Reuben 
Youngdahl of Mount Olivet Lutheran 
Church, Minneapolis, as guest speaker 
in Milltown. 


Pastor A. P. Andersen of Reedley, 
Calif., writes that he has been sick with 
multiple myeloma and that he has re- 
signed as of Nov. 1, 1953. He is now 
on the way to recovery, but he does 
not think he will work in the minis- 
try. He thanks the pastors and friends 
who have prayed for him during his 
illness. ‘Let us remember our brother 
in our prayers. 


Easton, Calif., Pastor O. V. Magnus- 
sen. The 65th anniversary of Imman- 
uel Church was celebrated by the 
congregation Dec. 2nd, with a well at- 
tended dinner. 


Our Christmas season was highlight- 
ed as usual by a Danish Christmas 
party on Dec. 26 in the social hall pre- 
ceded by a full church service in the 
Danish language. 


Our annual meeting was held Jan. 
17th and the mimeographed reports 
handed out then consisted of 12 pages 
with an artistic orange colored cover— 
a masterpiece such as was mentioned 
in a late Ansgar Lutheran editorial. 
The big decision at this meeting was 
to build a new church. So the old 
mother church of the Pacific district 
will some day in the future be torn 
down and a beautiful new sanctuary 
connected up to our new modern par- 
ish hall. May it truly continue to be a 
beacon light pointing the way to God. 


Hussar, Alberta, Canada; Pastor R. 
Tange. Since the last news was sent in 
cement sidewalks have been construct- 
ed around the church, and these were 
greatly appreciated during the fall 
rains and winter snows. Posts have 
been set in for the fence, to be fin- 
ished in the spring, when it is planned 
to plant some trees for a windbreak, 
and a hedge of honeysuckle. 


The special Christmas services were 
well attended and much appreciated; 
the candlelighting service on Christ- 
mas Eve was held for the first time. 
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The Standard and Hussar chu 
choirs gave very fine Christmas c 
certs preceding Christmas Day. | 


A Junior Mission Band has been | 
ganized with 22 members at pres 
Eileen Reiffenstein, president; J 
Hansen, secy.-treas.; Mrs. Tange | 
Mrs. C. Reiffenstein, counsellors. 


Services have been held every Sv 
day with good attendance. 


leaving on March ist for their n 
home in Red Deer. 


Mr. and Mrs. E. Christensen, and J) 
and Mrs. Sven Kjaaregaard have } 
come members of our congregation) 
Ee PEAR IRE Ba) a |S (o's 


Minden, Nebr., Fredericksburg L 


enough for the blessings we have # 
ceived the past year. We continue 
fix up our church. A new up-to-dé 
kitchen has been in use for some tin 
We are also putting in new windo} 
and hope to have the interior paint 


before too long. 


We will be celebrating our 75th 4 
niversary in June. As we look b 
as a congregation we have expe 
enced difficulties and trials. But 7 
have also had \God’s guidance and p 
tection. y 


God has called some of our me. 
bers, but He has also seen fit to < 
new ones. Our Sunday school is gro 
ing. 


Q 
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HOME 


I turned an ancient poet’s book 
And found upon the page, | 
“Stone walls do not a prison make | 
Or iron bars a cage.” | 
Yes, that is true, and something mor 
You will find where’er you roam 
That marble floors and gilded walls 
Can never make a home. 
But everywhere that love abides, 
And friendship is a guest 

Is surely home, and home sweet ho 
For there the soul can rest. 


—Henry Van Dyke, 
; 


LOVE : 


The poet who said that “it takes 
heap of lovin’” to live in-this wor 
was telling the truth. In all ¢ 
world’s history, only one man liv 
who was the perfect expression of lo 
for humanity, and after two thousal 
years, millions worship Him. 
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STORMS 
By Martha Hird 
me and watch the storm with its 
pitiless might, 
Where the rock rises out of the sea; 
here the pelting rain in long, slant- 
| ing lines 
‘Is driven relentlessly; 
the surging waves of the wind-driven 


tide 

‘Hurl their strength with terrible 
shocks, 

Ind then die away with shuddering 
sighs, 


As they break on the jagged rocks. 


en study the rock when the storm 
is spent, 

And the sun shines out from the 
the cloud: 

e rock is the same as before the 
storm 

That roared with its thunders loud. 

s, the form of the rock is in no whit 
changed; 

It stands as it stood before; 

t the dust and the grime and the 
sordid stains 

Are washed and gone once more. 


the years roll on in the span of life, 

Storms oft seem to come from the 

blue; 

ut the stains and the dust of our 

daily toil 

Are cleansed from the soul anew. 

ere’s a great, great Rock in life’s 
weary land, 

Makes a shelter to hide from the 
storm; 

nd hope comes fresh and courage re- 
news 

After the storm is gone. 


THE CURE FOR “MONEY 
SICKNESS” 

People in all income brackets can 
= affected by what a Boston doctor 
alls “money sickness.” He believes 
mat many physical symptoms are 
aused by emotional upsets resulting 
‘om money problems. He thinks doc- 
rs overlook this common ailment in 
reir diagnostic efforts. 

Probably this season of the year, 
then wage earners struggle with in- 
»me tax reports, is the best time to 
varch for symptoms of “money sick- 
ass.” It is obvious that most of us 
-e spending more each year for things 
iat satisfy less. Hence our striving to 
“t while the getting is good and our 
sluctance to give at all sacrificially. 


So the symptoms of “money sickness” 
multiply. 

The Great Physician diagnosed our 
malady long ago. He offered some 
drastic prescriptions “Sell all you have 
and give to the poor.” This sounds like 
a fatal dose, but it worked for men 
like Barnabas and Francis of Assisi. 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth but treasures in heaven.” 
“Do not be anxious about your life... 
but seek first his kingdom and _ his 
righteousness.” To the extent that 
Christians can place the kingdom first, 
their anxieties—and those headaches 
and stomach pains also—will give way 
to wholeness and happiness. Do you 
want to hear more from a specialist? 
Your appointment is for the worship 
hour next Sunday. Come early and 
take a front seat.—Gospel Messenger. 


i 
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THE FIRST BIRD 
By Helen Howland Prommel 
Bird, there you are again! 
I see you every day, 
As confident on this bare branch 
As if the month were May. 


About you snow lies cold, 

Yet you serenely sit 

And preen the feathers of your wings 
And shake them out a bit. 


What is your secret faith, 
This confidence you hold, 
That makes you harbinger of spring 
In spite of snow and cold? 
—Home Life. 


CANDLEDIPPING 
A candle’s but a simple thing. 
It starts with just a bit of string. 
Yet, dipped and dipped with patient 
hand, 

It gathers wax upon the strand, 
Until, complete and snowy white, 
It gives at last a lovely light. 
Life seems so like that bit of string; 
Each deed we do a simple thing, 
Yet, day by day, if on life’s strand 
We work with patient heart and hand, 
It gathers joy, makes dark days bright, 
And gives at last a lovely light. 

—Clara B. Thurston. 


FEED BAG THOUGHT 
It is interesting to observe the num- 
ber of people who spend a month or 
so in another country from their own 
and then, by reason of that stay, con- 
sider themselves such an authority 
upon its manners and customs that 


they write a book on the subject. 
There was, for example, the visiting 
Englishman who was being shown 
through the home of an American 
friend. In the kitchen, he noticed a 
large canister of oats used for oatmeal. 
These oats stuck in his memory and 
were the source of the following state- 
ment incorporated in a book he wrote 
on the American way of life: “Ameri- 
cans unlike most other peoples of the 
world, eat like horses.”—Wall Street 
Journal. 


“Every Saturday you go fishing,” 
she complained, “and you know I 
don’t like fish.” 

“Well,” said he, “I catch as few as 
possible, don’t I?” 


FOR BOTH OF US 

A little black boy asked a mission- 
ary in Africa, “Was Jesus a black 
man?” 

“No, my boy, he was not,” answered 
the missionary. 

The boy turned away disappointed, 
saying, “The white people have all the 
good things.” 

Then, reflecting that the hot Syrian 
sun would have darkened the face of 
the Master, the missionary said, “I 
think his color would be between yours 
and mine.” 

And the boy clapped his hands and 
shouted, “Then he belongs to both of 
us.”—The Prairie Overcomer. 


LIP WISDOM 
When I was one and twenty, 
Concerned with much undone, 
I criticized aplenty 
The ways of everyone. 
I cried of change and nettled 
My kin with verbal storms; 
And, in my mind, I settled 
The world with my reforms, 
But folks went on unheeding .. . 
At thirty, I could see 
The change the world was needing 
Began, somehow, with me. 
—Jane Sayre. 


TIME 

If I had time to find a place 
And sit down, quietly and face 
My better self, which cannot show 
Because my days are crowded so; 
And see my distant gleaming goal, 
It might be I should find my soul. 
And even thrill with thought sublime, 
If I could only find the time. ~ 

—Source Unknown. 


12 | THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


March 8, 19 


HAAN AA IAAI AAI A IIIA JRA AIA RII RIOR II II I 


A Page For Youth... 


Homer Larsen, Edito 
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The Purpose of Lent 


By Cleo D. Hanson | 


What is the purpose of Lent? Why do we have such 
a season? What is its meaning? 


As we observe Lent in this age, it is a period which 
begins with Ash Wednesday and continues until Easter. 
It is a time when we consider in a special way the Pas- 
sion of Christ, that is, His Sufferings and Death. Jesus 
had to undergo a terrible and awesome agony during 
His last hours on earth. This terrifying cost was neces- 
sary as a part of redeeming sinful mankind—you and 
me. During Lent we pause in order to learn to appreci- 
ate this tremendous cost of our redemption. 


At the center of our beliefs is this, that Christ was 
and is Victor. He is today the Living and Ever-powerful 
Lord. Yet right beside that we acknowledge that He 
was also human and suffered in an indescribable fashion. 
Lest we forget that God became flesh in Jesus Christ 
to suffer and die for our salvation, Christians from 
early times have observed some several days for that 
purpose. Since the 6th century, it has been the forty 
days preceding Easter, excluding Sundays. It is a time 
for true devotion, giving to it our whole heart. It should 
be a season of penitence and deep sorrow for our sin- 
fulness. The Church has assigned the color of purple to 
this season, which is the color of mourning. 


Oftentimes the lenten period is degraded to the ob- 
servance of only external forms. Do not become too in- 
volved in these. They are not wrong in themselves, but 
they sometimes steal from us the true purpose of con- 
ditioning the heart. Some people do find it helpful to 
deny themselves some specific pleasure during Lent. 
Insofar as this really helps us to see the real meaning 
of Lent, such sacrifices might be encouraged. But they 
are not an absolute necessity. The danger in them is 
that we might feel we are accomplishing some good 
work of merit. That would be making it external, and 
not something of the heart. The whole message of Scrip- 
ture, both Old and New Testaments, is that God wants 
a religion of the heart. “Turn to me with all your heart 


. Rend your heart and not your garments.” J 
tells this to the people of Judah who were forsaking 
hovah. Sometimes they would tear their garments nea : 
off their body in a time of religious fervor. Joel war} 
them that God desires a rending of the heart rather th: 
just vain external acts. 


This year during Lent, make it a point to read t, 
record of the Passion of Jesus in the Gospels. It wou 
be fine to read it more than once. Note there the stru 
gle Jesus had. Yet you will see His willingness to suff 
and to die. And remember that it was for you. Read | 
His burden in Gethsemane, and of His infamous trid 
before the Sanhedrin and before Pilate. Hear Him co 
demned to a merciless death, see Him crowded out | 
Calvary to die on a cruel cross. This will help to p 
deep meaning into the prayer, “Thank you Lord 
saving my soul.” 


Attend your church’s Mid-week Lenten services fait 
fully and hear what your Pastor preaches on the Pe 
sion. Pray for a “rent” and mellowed heart. Let yor 
will be moved while hearing what Jesus suffered f 
you. Give special note to the words and thoughts | 
the Passion hymns. 


PRAISE AND THANKS BE TO GOD FOREVE 
FOR THESE WORDS, “It is finished!” The purpose | 
Lent is to count the cost which God in Christ paid th 
they can be meaningful words to us today. Resolve th 
you will use this season of Lent for that for which. 
is intended. 


See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! | 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown. 
Then, having seen that, say: : 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, : 
That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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AD OF CHURCH TO COME 
(Continued from page 9) 


gations and the pastors of the 
rch, gather and publish the an- 
1 statistics (now done in the ALC 
the statistician, who is a mem- 
r of the Department of Steward- 
and Finance), keep the archives 
the Church (now done in the 
C by an appointed archivist), 
serve as director of public re- 
ons (a function not now done in 
ALC but proposed to the 1954 
vention). 
ote the absence of any reference 
‘one or more vice-presidents. The 
eprint provides for no vice-presi- 
its. In the ALC there are five, 
no along with the president con- 
ute the executive committee 
thich is as conspicuous by its ab- 
mee in the blueprint as are the 
se-presidents who constitute it). 
was the opinion of the blueprint 
igners that under the proposed 
structure organization a_ sep- 
te executive committee is not a 
cessity. As to succession in the 
e of sudden inability of the pres- 
nt to perform his duties the blue- 
int says that the Joint Council 
1 provide interim leadership un- 
the next convention of the 
nurch. 


Who Wants to Be President? 
‘This casts a tremendous responsi- 
lity on the president of the 
nurch. The blueprint lists many 

his duties, but the heavy load he 
ll bear hardly becomes apparent 
: the pages of a book. The new 
nurch will expect much and pro- 
.bly receive even more of its new 
esident. 
Does the shape of the head even 

shadow form promise a good, 
und top structure for the new 
qurch? To answer that question 
yuld require leaving the role of 
porter, which we are reluctant 
do. Of this we are sure and state 
fact: A consecrated group of men 
the positions written about in this 
ticle can give to the new Church 
strong, challenging, dynamic lead- 
ship that will help it fulfil the 
ll of God; no organic structure— 
t even the one proposed—is good 
ough to compensate for a lack of 


consecration by the individuals that 
staff it. God has blessed each of the 
four church bodies with consecrated 
leaders; we’ve met them, talked 
with them, worked with them, even 


struggled with their ideas. Even the 
shadow of the new Church seems 
to promise this continued blessing 
of God. 

—Lutheran Standard of the ALC. 


linen FORD VAN LINES Ss 
COURTEOUS AND RELIABLE MOVING VAN 


SERVICE TO AND FROM ANYWHERE 
Local Agent: MRS. DAN GREENO 


College Hill, Blair, Nebraska 


Phone 2727 


have left? 


Name Bass 


City. 


What part of your estate 


would Your, faneily 
ma 


You Have Money 
Today - Make 
Sure Of It For 
The Tomorrows 
To Come 


By investing a few dollars each year in a Lutheran 
Mutual life insurance program, if is possible for you to 
leave your family not only what you have had time to 
save, but all you have accumulated and planned to 
save. It is the one plan whereby you can create an 
estate before you actually earn the money. 


Adequate life insurance will supply the means neces- 
sary to provide your family with the same income after 
your death as before - to make it possible for them to 
go on living in the same home and to give the children 
the care and education you would want them to have. 


Tell me how I can insure financial 
security for my family 


Tutheran Mutual "sts 


HOME OFFICE e WAVERLY, JOWA of 


£2 Age___. 


Address a 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Total Budget 
Prev ously a ‘know ledved 
Portland, Ore., Bethany Luth. Chureh 
Northfield, Minn., St. Peter’s Ladies Aid 
drem ; 
Green Bay, Wis., Anna Andersen of Bethel Church 
Portland, Ore., Mis. John Nelson 
Mont. 
Humboldt, la., friends and relatives in 
Oyens, Ia.. Gethsemane Luth. Church 
Minneapolis, Minn,, Immanuel Luth. Church 
Standard, Alverta, Canada, Dorcas Society of Nazareth Luth. C 
Kimballton, Ia., Bethany Luth. Church 
Edmore, Mich., the Rev. N. Bentsen family in memory of Mrs. 
Ericksen 


memory of Mrs. 


Graettinger, Ia., “South Walnut Ladies Aid in memory of Fred Hough 
the Oaks Children’s Home 


Chicago, Ill., Joan and Patty Elggert for 

memory of Adolph Klein .........:c0.: 
Chicaso, Ill., Atonement Luth. Chureh 
Grand Island, Nebr., V. Petersen 
Eugene, Ore., Bethesda Ev. Luth. 
Washington Island, Trinity Luth. Church 
Brush, Colo., Farmers Elevator Co., in memory of L. H. Chandler 
Brush, Colo., the Luther League Sunday School Class 
Dickson, Alberta, Canada, the Dorcas Society ............00.0.... 
Toronto, Ont., Canada, St. Ansgar Luth. Sunday School 
Easton, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Swain Johansen in memory of Mrs. 
Easton, Calif., in memory of Mrs. Jens Hall: Mr. 

sen $2, Mr. and Mrs. Eric Johansen $1 
Kansas City, Kan., Westwood Luth. Church 
tacine, Wis., Anna, Marie and Laura Sorensen 
Selma, Calif., Pella Luth. Sunday School 
Trufant, M.ch., Tabitha Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. 
Avoca, Ia., English Luth. S. S. $15.55 for each 

and $15.55 for the Utah Mission 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Salem Luth. Sunday School 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Salem Luth. Church 
Milltown, Wis., Milltown Luth. Church ..... 
ikacine, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 


Church — 


of the Children’s 


Britis 197567.00 


roe 1 300.00 cae a 00 5.0 $2 ZA 
in memory of Rev. A. O. Moll- 


in memory of Sam Felland, Westby, 


Margrete 


Jens Hall 
and Mrs. William Han-! 


Marie Rasm ussen 
Homes oe. 


March 8, 1954 


Chil- ‘ Pen- 
Total dren’s School General Home _ Indian Utah sion 
Received Homes Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission Fund 


15600.00|80000.00|24747.00|36643.00|7650.00|1542.00/31385. 


15197.66)24546.4917931.76/1766.12/23033. 


1145015.95]/17624.94|51914.76 


in 


891.00 


17698.24|52947.70/15657.17 


TOTAL 145216.81 |25830.94/8072.63 1782. 99235271 1: 

South Gen. Fd 

SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Foreig' 
Received Mission M.ssion Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission 

Previously acknowledged PORE eerie eee ee 154108.20||13571.05 10625.14/12277.18]11103.27] 708.03] 426.54| 4958.99] 438.0 
Portland, Ore., Bethany Luth. Church fae Re ee eee ae A ee - 


Dannebrog, Nebr., the Christan Homebuilders 
Summit, Minn., St. Ansgar Luth. Church 
Evan, Minn., the Bible Class of St. Matthew Luth. 


San Francisco, Calif., Zion Sewing Society .. eal 
Hresno. Calif. Bethel Luth> (Churcher nnces ’ 
Fresno, wealif. Grace Luth. }Chureh™ erate. eee eee 


Fresno, Cal.f., Jo'nt Service National Luth. Council Churches 
Kenosha, Wis., the W.M.S. of St. Mary’s Luth. Church for Mr. 
Bis walsgsalary, 96.9 ON th Saute. eetccommenn se aerate me eee ere ene aC 
Ikenosha, Wis., the W.M.S. of St. Mary’s Luth. Church for Ja- 
cob, a hospital attendant in the Sudan Mission, for 6 months 
Denver, Colo., Mr. and Mrs. Adrian Petersen in memory of Mrs. 
Edwin Lund 


Coulter, Ia., Nazareth Luth. S. S. for education of a Santal boy 

Chicago, Ill., Atonement M.ssion Band for a child in the Leper 
COLO YSIS eee te geo Nears Sea Teh ee ee 

Chicago, II1., Golgotha buths (Seis. for LWA Milk Fund 

Brush, Colo., the Luther League Sunday School Class 

Easton, Calif.. Mrs. Magdalene Rasmussen in memory of Mrs. | ......... 
TOTS ES EDA aman. eras: 5 an aacteta vue y 4h aasco or slas cor ae ee a 

Coulter, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Ladies Aid 

Royal, tae Mrs. Everett Hagedorn of Bethlehem Ladies Aid 

VECO win eae seers VVGliss eee, ae ne 

Harlan, Ia., from a_ friend 


“TOTA L 


CHURCH AND SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DRIVE 


Dana Church 
Total Building Exten- 
Received Fund sion Fd. 


Previously acknowledged _.................. 208547.73 eee ee 48 
Harlan, Ia., the Dorcas Society of Im-| : ec icnkt 3 otal epee eee 
LEEW LICE | MLD OTE Yo i C5 gc) 0 | 25.001] PASAOON necvancceeo 
Blair, Nebr., Guyer and Hansen .... | 375.00)} 187.50] 187.50 
Oregon, Wis., St. John’s Luth. Ladies] ae Fe cc 
79 (6 ec te d, e eee eo on | 20. 00)| 10. 00]. “10.00 


208967.73][125394.75|838572.98 


54582.83 


5.0 es , ; 
12448.57|11175.77] 708.03 426.54] 5161.16 738-0 
td 
LAUNDRY AND EQUIPMENT AT OAKS, OKLA, 
Previously acknowledged _ PUR eae Sch Monon Cae NAS 
Kenosha, Wis. the W.M.S. of St. Mary’s Luth. Church” a 
Total $364.8: 

Received with thanks. 

Blair, Nebr., Febr. 27% 1954. 


H. J. Hansen, Treasurer, 
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RE NOTES ON THE PENDING 
MERGER 


(Continued from page 3) 


of the load off the shoulders of 
| the general presidents now car- 


we have stated before, there will 
0 vice-presidents in the new body. 
reason is that a vice-president may 
always be the proper man to take 
r the presidency in case of a vacan- 
Mere will be two commissions in 
new church, one on Evangelism, and 
' on Research and Social Action. 
first one simply takes up the prob- 
| with which we are rather famil- 
in our congregations, that of 
aching, teaching and reaching new 
nbers and lapsed members so that 
are brought into the kingdom 


me second one will study all the 
ds within society and the state 
re the gospel should make an im- 
» and give an answer. We believe 
both these commissions are well 
ined. 
nen there are six divisions: Amer- 
Missions (home missions); World 
ions (foreign missions); Educa- 
, both Christian higher and parish 
ation; Charities; Publication; Pen- 
is. These divisions need no com- 
t. Each church body has them in 
form or another. 


e three proposed auxiliaries are: 
for men, one for women and one 
youth. The fact that the W.M.S. 
the Brotherhood or the Luther 
augue does not automatically be- 
e the auxiliary within its own 
ere may seem strange. But here is 
example which explains it: There 
women in the church who are not 
mbers of any of the organizations 
thin the congregation pertaining to 
men. This auxiliary then becomes 
over-all advisor for all the work 
ng the women. The explanation 
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pertains in the same manner to the 
other two auxiliaries. 


As to the 18th district, the Can- 
adian, nothing has been decided. The 
Canadians have their own problems, 
and they must be allowed to work 
forward toward a Canadian Lutheran 
Church. This is fully recognized by 
the Joint Union Committee. However, 
it is also recognized that the Canadian 
Lutherans need a great deal of help 
as they are establishing themselves 
in Canada. 


We believe that we have covered in 
a very short manner the main points in 
the blueprint of the new church. We 
suggest that you read the articles by 
Pastor George Schultz, which are at 
present appearing in this paper. 


We also suggest that you write us 
your views pertaining to the new 
church. By the time you get this pa- 
per, the report should be in the hands 
of the pastors, and there should be a 
report to one layman in each congre- 
gation. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Cross Is the Key. By Clifford 
Ansgar Nelson, Augustana Book Con- 
cern, 196 pages, $2.50. 

There are many suggestions and ob- 
servations in this book. We have read 
several chapters, and we find that it 
may have a number of suggestions 
for the busy pastor. Each of the sev- 
en chapters starts with The Cross Is 
the Key, and here is where it is the 
key: To the Mystery of God, To the 
Soul, To the Meaning of Life, To the 
Enigma of Suffering, To the King- 
dom, To the Future, To the Kind of 
World We Want. Within each chapter 
there are several divisions which may 
be themes in themselves.—J.M.J. 


Lenten Sermon Outlines. By R. E. 
Golladay, Augsburg Publishing House, 
510 pages, $4.50. 


SS a OT, 
THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen. Mer. 


Telephones: 
CIrele 5-6146-6147 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 


Information Free. 


All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 


TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


LT TT 


15 


Here is a book of 64 different full 
outlines of texts and subjects of the 
Lenten messages. We think that Augs- 
burg Publ. House has performed a 
good service in getting this book out 
just as Lent starts. We are sure many 
pastors will get the book.—J.M.J. 


Advocates of Reform. Edited by Mat- 
thew Spinka, Westminster Press, 399 
pages, $5.00. 


As we associate with different pas- 
tors of different synods we have 
learned that many are not well in- 
formed of even the most fundamental 
historic problems of the church. This 
is often because they do not know 
which books to turn to. Every so often 
we suggest that a pastor buy a book of 
this type and read it carefully. It will 
greatly stimulate him. This is the 14th 
volume of the Library of Christian 
Classics. John Wyclif is treated on 
some 50 pages. The Conciliarists, 
Henry of Langenstien, John ‘Gerson, 
Dietrich of Niem and John Major, John 
Hus, and Desiderius Erasmus. The 
views of these men and their thinking 
in the dark ages of 1300-1500 are clear- 
ly set forth—J.M.J. 


By T.A. Kantonen 


THE THEOLOGY 
OF EVANGELISM 


“Faith itself cannot exist 
without evangelism,” says 
one of America’s outstand- 
Dis 


ing theologians. 
Kantonen 
traces evan- | 
gelism to its 
source in the 
threefold 
Christian 
creed, show- 
ing why 
evangelism is the heart of 
all the church’s activities, 
the gospel itself in action. 


$1.25 at all book stores 


MUHLENBERG PRESS 
Philadelphia 


Or order from your bookstore 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
BLAIR, NEBRASKA 


H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
SP SS PEE 
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Easter Program Helps... 


NEW EASTER HELPER NO. 54. This 
new Easter Helper is the latest compila- 
tion of material issued. You will find a 
larger variety of material that is fresh 
and up to date from nearly all of the suc- 
cessful writers of its kind of material. 
(R-77) 35¢ 


THE RISEN CHRIST. The spirit of wor- 
ship is present throughout, in the match- 
less hymns associated with the Resurrec- 
tion, in the narration and background 
comment by Readers, and in the review 
of the whole week’s events—from Palm 
Sunday to Easter—by four boys and girls 
representing children in Jerusalem at the 
time. It is conversation simple, unaffect- 
ed, reverent, and childlike. It gives the 
Easter message appealing and effective 
expression. A closing missionary em- 
phasis ties up that message with the of- 
fering. (A-6) 10c each; dozen $1.00 


EASTER SUGGESTION BOOK NO. 14. 
A booklet of 32 pages furnishing with its 
recitations, exercises, drills, tableaus, dia- 
logs, etc. Splendid Easter material for all 
grades of the school. (L-50) 40c each 


EASTER TREASURY NO. 56. A prac- 
tical booklet, the greatest aid published 
for Easter Sunday school programs. Its 
32 pages furnish material for all grades, 
recitations, exercises, drills, tableaux, etc. 
(L-50) 40c each 


THE PARAMOUNT EASTER BOOK 
NO. 14. This new Easter program book 
of all new and choice selections contains 
Recitations, ‘Exercises, Dialogs, Panto- 
mimes, Acrostics, Readings, Tableaus, 
Plays, Drills and Songs that will please 
and satisfy and make a most happy 
Easter. (M-58) 35¢ each 


STANDARD EASTER PROGRAM 
BOOK. Completely new. A 32-page col- 
lection of program material to insure a 
most effective Easter service. Two plays 
are included: “O. Lord, Remember Me!” 
and “After Three Days,” plus an excel- 
lent selection of recitations for children, 
devotional poems for adults, etc. (S-85) 

35¢ each 


MEIGS’ EASTER SELECTIONS. A collection of Easter 
material for all ages. An unsurpassed book for those who 
desire to build their own program. It includes recitations, 
exercises, tableau, story, playlets and songs. (M-57) 40c 


COKESBURY EASTER PROGRAMS, compiled by Grace 
Chapin Auten, includes 2 fuil-length pageants, 3 short pro- 
grams for departmental use; 3 special services for the 
church; and poems, prayers, hymns, readings, stories, and 
scripture. The material is arranged by age groups. (A-1) 

35¢ 


Suiheran Publishing House 
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NEW CHURCH CHOIR FOLIO 
(Holds any sheet 
without punc 


Here is a beautiful, new, han 
made Folio for protecting a 
preserving your music sheet 
Sheets are easily inserted a 
removed without punching. 
cover is imprinted in gold wi 
the name of your choir or a cro 
available in red, blue, green 
black, with durable plastic cove 

Price per folio, with or wit 
out cross, $1.95, plus postage. 


COLORFUL EASTER CROSSE 


ow 


No. 2101—An _ assortment o 
four different crosses 4% inche 
high. Selected Scripture tex 
Price 25c¢ per dozen; $1.50 pe 
hundred. 


No. 2112—Assortment contain 
ing same designs as No. 210 
with each cross having an indi 
vidual colorful silken tassel. 
Price 50c per dozen; $3.50 pei 
hundred : 
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